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The “Mattah” or “Matteh” 
An instrument of praise and worship / An implement of warfare in prayer and intercession 

A compilation of information from a variety of sources to give insight to the mattah  

 
mem-tet-hey 

 
About 2,000 years ago, Yeshua willing gave His life as the Pesach (Passover) Lamb. Because of what He did, all 
Jewish people have the opportunity to accept His sacrifice and become partakers of the covenant God gave to 
the nation of Israel. This was foretold in Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 31:31, ‘"Here, the days are coming," says 
Adonai, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Isra'el and with the house of Y'hudah.”’ 
Gentiles, the nations, as well are also grafted into that covenant by accepting Yeshua’s sacrifice and turning 
from sin. 

Yeshua is the Lion of the Tribe of Y’hudah (Judah) of Revelation 5:5. As believers, those who have received 
forgiveness of sin and have pledged their lives to a relationship with God through Yeshua, may lift up the 
mattah as a banner of praise and worship to Who He is.  

 

The ‘mattah’ is used as an instrument of worship, as well as intercession. The Hebrew 

word ‘mattah’ is defined as a branch, tribe, rod, staff or standard. In Sh’mot (Exodus) 

4:20; 14:16 and 17:9 and many other verses in Sh’mot (Exodus), it called the ‘rod of 

God’. It is also found as the ‘rod’ in Tehillim (Psalm) 110:2 and Mikhah (Micah) 6:8-9. In 

many other places it is also translated as ‘tribe’, ‘staff’ and ‘scepter’. 

As with all types of banners, when the mattah is used in worship it is declaring ‘we 

belong to Adonai (the Lord)’, ‘we are His people’, ‘we will not serve another god’, ‘only 

He is holy and only He is worthy of our praise!’  

Taken from Hebrew Word Pictures by Dr. Frank T. Seekins: 

“The first letter of mattah is the “mem” . The letter mem means water. Water 

is a symbol of the Word of God, i.e. we are washed by the water of God’s Word 

and that washing cleanses us from the impurities of daily life. As water in the 

desert produces life and growth, God’s Word causes us to flourish. Those who 

love God’s Word grow in insight, understanding and wisdom.  

“The second letter is “tet” . Tet means both to surround and also snake. When God teaches us 

discernment and knowledge we will be able to distinguish the good from the lies that surround us. If 

we know that God is good and does what is good, we will want to learn His statutes. 

“The final letter is “hey” . It means behold. The concept of behold, is that you are shown something 

that is distinct and clear, what you behold may even answer your question. God’s teaching can give us 

understanding of His statutes. When His Word is established in our lives, we revere Him.” 
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The meaning of the individual Hebrew letters ‘mem’, ’tet’ and ‘hey’ that 

make up the word ‘mattah’, when placed together, give more 

understanding of the spiritual significance of the mattah’s use as a worship 

instrument: 

As the mattah is used in worship, Adonai’s Word is being proclaimed to 

those who are bathed in the waters of praise and worship, prayer and 

warfare. We are surrounded by God’s love and protection, and we will 

receive understanding of His ways. His Word will be established in our 

lives.  

Just as in the use of banners, flags and billows, the mattah is another 

worship instrument that displays in the physical sphere what is being 

proclaimed in the spiritual realm.  

Matthew Henry lived from 1662 to 1714 in England. In his old English style 

of commentating, Matthew Henry’s Complete Commentary on the Whole 

Bible has this to say, in part, of Exodus 17: 9: 

“The post assumed by Moses: I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod (mattah) of God in my 

hand, Exodus 17:9. See how God qualifies his people for, and calls them to, various services for the 

good of his church: Joshua fights, Moses prays, and both minister to Israel. Moses went up to the top 

of the hill, and placed himself, probably, so as to be seen by Israel; there he held up the rod of God in 

his hand, that wonder-working rod which had summoned the plagues of Egypt, and under which Israel 

had passed out of the house of bondage. This rod Moses held up to Israel, to animate them; the rod 

was held up as the banner to encourage the soldiers, who might look up, and say, “Yonder is the rod, 

and yonder the hand that used it, when such glorious things were wrought for us.” Note: It tends much 

to the encouragement of faith to reflect upon the great things God has done for us, and review the 

monuments of his favours. Moses also held up this rod to God, by way of appeal to him: “Is not the 

battle the Lord's? Is not he able to help, and engaged to help? Witness this rod, the voice of which, 

thus held up, is (Isaiah 51:9, Isaiah 51:10), Put on strength, O arm of the Lord; art not thou it that hath 

cut Rahab?” Moses was not only a standard-bearer, but an intercessor, pleading with God for success 

and victory. Note: When the host goes forth against the enemy earnest prayers should be made to the 

God of hosts for his presence with them. It is here the praying legion that proves the thundering 

legion. There, in Salem (Shalem or Yerushalayim), in Sion (Tzion) where prayers were made, there the 

victory was won, there broke the arrows of the bow, Psalm 76:2, Psalm 76:3.” 

Adam Clarke is another British author who wrote extensively, lived from 1762 – 1832, and penned his, Adam 

Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible. He has this to write about Exodus 17:15:  

άJehovah-Nissi - Jehovah is my ensign or banner. The hands and rod (mattah) of Moses were held up 

as soldiers are wont to hold up their standards in the time of battle; and as these standards bear the 

arms of the country, the soldiers are said to fight under that banner, i.e., under the direction and in the 

defense of that government. Thus the Israelites fought under the direction of God, and in the defense 

of his truth; and therefore the name of Jehovah became the armorial bearing of the whole 

The mattah (mat-taw') is listed as 

пнфп ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊƻƴƎΩǎ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ 

comes from 5186; a branch (as 

extending); figuratively a tribe; also 

a rod, whether for chastising 

(figuratively correction), ruling (a 

scepter), throwing (a lance), or 

walking (a staff; figuratively a 

support of life, for example bread): 

- rod, staff, tribe. 

The Brown-Driver-Briggs Lexicon 

gives the following information 

about the mattah: 1) staff, branch, 

tribe; 1a) staff, rod, shaft; 1b) 

branch (of vine); 1c) tribe; and 1c1) 

company led by chief with staff 

(originally). 
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congregation. By his direction they fought, and in his name and strength they 

conquered; each one feeling himself, not his own, but the Lord’s soldier.” 

Offensive Weapons. The Rod: 

http://bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Def.show/RTD/ISBE/ID/748/Armor-Arms.htm 
 

“The commonest weapon in the hands of the shepherd youth of Israel today is the rod 

(shevet; rhabdos), a stick loaded at one end, which he carries in his hand, or wears 

attached to his wrist by a loop of string, ready for use. It is of considerable weight and is 

a formidable weapon whether used in self-defense or in attacking a foe. With such a 

weapon David may well have overcome the lion and the bear that invaded the fold. This 

shepherd's rod, while used for guidance, or comfort, or for numbering the flock (Psalms 23:4; Leviticus 27:32), 

was also a weapon with which to strike and punish (Psalms 2:9; Isaiah 10:5, Isaiah 10:15). In this sense it has 

for a synonym matteh (Isaiah 9:4; Ezekiel 7:11), and both came to have the derived meaning of spearheads 

(shevet, 2 Samuel 18:14; matteh, 1 Samuel 14:27). They may have been the original of the maul or hammer 

(mephits, Proverbs 25:18; Jeremiah 51:20, where Cyrus, as God's battle-axe, is to shatter Babylon and its 

inhabitants for the wrongs they have done to His people Israel).” 

Exodus 38:22 tribe, matteh; Rod, pole, staff, branch, cane, tribe 

Originally, matteh signified "branch" of a tree or vine. Because the rod or pole of a patriarch was made from a 

branch, it's natural that matteh designates such an instrument. Finally, matteh is used to designate a tribe, 

because it seemed to be united under a tribal staff, but perhaps it's because it was considered a "branch" of a 

family. It is certain in the case of the tribes of Israel, since they came from the families of the twelve sons of 

Jacob. We also refer to family "branches" in genealogical language. This concept is reinforced in Romans 11:17-

24, where Paul refers to groups of people as "branches". Thus it is manifested that the family tree of the house 

of God consists of branches of two types: the native branches of the Jews and the branches that God has 

chosen from among the Gentiles. Another word that designates "tribe" is shevet, a word that means "staff, 

pole, tribe". Matteh and shevet are synonymous terms when they refer to the tribes of Israel. (An added note: 

Shevet is also the Hebrew word for “to sit”, also used in conjunction with “dwelling”, as when you are an active 

part of a community of people.)   

Yahweh Nissi: the Lord my Banner ς Exodus 17:8-15 
The following information and the pictures contained in this article are excerpted from the site: http://pinebaskets.tripod.com/meanings.html  
 

The meanings and colors applicable for the mattah may also be used for flags and banners: 

 Royal blue - the royal kingship of the Lord God.  
 White - the pure, spotless lamb that was slain.  
 Red - the blood that was shed for our atonement, and is as effective today as it ever was.  
 Metallic gold/metallic silver - our heavenly reward, our treasure. Genesis 15: 1 - the Lord is our shield 

and our very great reward.  
 Turquoise - the water of life; the river of God 
 Yellow gold - the fire of God, the refining fire. Deuteronomy 4: 24 - For the Lord God is a consuming 

fire. 
 Green - abundant life  
 Navy - worship and warfare 

http://bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Def.show/RTD/ISBE/ID/748/Armor-Arms.htm
http://pinebaskets.tripod.com/meanings.html
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Meanings of materials used in the creation of the mattah: 

 Leather - God's provision for us. After Adam and Eve had sinned, God Himself 

made leather garments for them.  

 Various semi precious gemstone chip beads - the people of God of all nations 

and tongues. Gemstones on the breastplate of the high priest represented the 

12 tribes of Israel, the people of God.  

 Braided cords - unity among believers. Ecclesiastes 4: 12 - a cord of three strands 

is not easily broken.  

 Gemstone cabochon - the glory of God.  

 Feathers - God's nearness and protection. Psalm 91: 4 - He shall cover thee with His feathers, and 

under His wings shalt thou trust.  

 Wooden pole - a staff, it symbolizes the authority given to us by God, to advance His kingdom, to 

discern and destroy the powers of darkness, to protect and comfort our brethren. 

 Materials used to create the Mattah: 

The mattah (pronounced: mah-TAH), or prayer stick, or prayer staff, or prayer rod, is made of high quality 

materials, and carefully and artfully worked. All the scarves are hemmed. The lane beading is hand worked. All 

the leather is real; the feathers and stones are real. 

 Use only legal (kosher) feathers: wild turkey, guinea fowl, peacock.  

 Beads are glass seed beads--very jewel-like.  

 Chip bead stones are all semi-precious polished gemstones: garnet, amethyst, aventurine, tiger eye, 

sodalite, turquoise.  

 The gemstone cabochon is subject to availability. Setting is 14K gold filled wire. Sample is Australian 

green opal.  

 All the cords are braided suede leather.  

 The hand grip is smooth leather, heavy cowhide.  

 Pole is 6 foot length of pine closet pole, stained with Zar, a medium brown.  

 Nine hemmed scarves of 1/8 yd. nylon silk-look and nylon blend metallic fabrics  

 Glued with Tacky Glue ®, or other similar glue found at your jewel/fabric supply 

Shabbat Shalom: Parshiot Matot Masei (Numbers 30:2-36:13) By Shlomo Riskin (excerpted) 
http://www.ohrtorahstone.org.il/parsha/5764/matotmasei64.htm Highlighted sections are about the mattah. The 

second portion of red highlighted text is particularly applicable to the understanding of ômattehõ.  

 

Efrat, Israel - Our Bible develops from the story of a family in the Book of Genesis - Abraham and Sarah, Isaac 

and Rebecca, Jacob his four wives and thirteen children, replete with jealousies, intrigues and sibling rivalries - 

to the emergence of a nation in the Book of Exodus. And the bridge between family and nation seems to be 

the twelve tribal divisions enunciated by Jacob, especially in his final blessings before his death. 

However, the tribes do not disappear with the development of the nation. In the incidence of the twelve 

scouts, princes of each tribe are specifically chosen, and this week’s Torah portion begins with Moses’ 

presenting the commandments regarding the laws of promises and oaths to the “heads of the tribes” 

http://www.ohrtorahstone.org.il/parsha/5764/matotmasei64.htm
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(Numbers 30:2). Indeed, the very division of the land of Israel is established along tribal lines, the Biblical book 

of Judges is filled with tribal rivalries and murderous tribal conflicts, and even after King David unites the 

nation under one monarch with a single capital City of Jerusalem, the enmity of Judah and Ephraim persists 

until the destruction of the Holy Temple. Maimonides goes so far as to legislate separate Courts of Law for 

each individual tribe. Even to this very day, kohen-priest descendants of Aaron from the tribe of Levi rise to 

bless the congregation (daily in Israel, on the festivals in the diaspora), and all the descendants of the tribe of 

Levi are called to the Torah immediately following the first-to-be called kohen. Why retain a tribal system 

which seems to have only contributed to the internecine strife which prevented the united period of Kings 

David and Solomon from becoming the norm of Israel’s government?! 

I believe that a careful reading of this week’s Torah portion - and especially paying attention to two different 

Hebrew words for the noun translated as tribe - will provide the answer to our question; it will also present us 

with the proper fashion in which to forge a nation dedicated to the ideal of “perfecting the world in the 

kingship of Divine”. 

The Hebrew word generally used for tribe is shevet; when grand-father Jacob concludes his blessings-

descriptions of his twelve sons, certainly highlighting the differences and even the tensions between them, the 

Biblical text states “all of these are the tribes (shivtei) of Israel, twelve (in number) ....” (Genesis 49:28). 

Similarly, our Torah reading this week speaks of half the tribe (shevet) of Menasheh” (Numbers 32:33). 

However, there is another Hebrew word used for tribe, matteh, and it is the noun in the very opening verse 

ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǊŀƘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴΥ ά!ƴŘ aƻǎŜǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǘǊƛōŜǎΦΦΦ (ƳŀǘǘƻǘΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŀǊƎǳƳ ŀǎ ǎƘƛǾǘŀȅŀύέ 

(Numbers 30:2). The very Book of Numbers, which opens with a census count of each of the tribes, provides 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǘǊƛōŜΣ άƻƴŜ Ƴŀƴ ǇŜǊ ǘǊƛōŜέ - lamatteh, (Numbers 1:4). Indeed, in the Book of 

Numbers the Hebrew word matteh (and not shevet) is used for tribe no less than 91 times! What is the 

reason for these two different Hebrew nouns for the very same concept of tribe? And what is the precise 

distinction between shevet and matteh? 

According to most of our classical commentaries, shevet is to be defined as a ruling rod whereas matteh is a 

supporting staff. When grand-father Jacob blesses Judah, he declares, “The rod (shevet) shall not depart from 

Judah...” The Talmudic Sages interpret, “the rod refers to the exilarchs of Babylon, who strong-handedly 

(tyrannically) rule the nation with a rod; they derive their authority from the Gentile governments” (Genesis 

49:10, Rashi ad loc).  

The Hebrew word matteh, on the other hand, is a supporting staff, as in the modern Hebrew position of 

RaMatKal, or Chief of Staff, with staff referring to a support group of knowledgeable and experienced 

individǳŀƭǎΦ Lƴ ƻǳǊ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ bǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ YƻǊŀƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ !ŀǊƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ IƛƎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜ 

of Levi, each tribe was asked by G-d to take a staff and write upon the staff the name of the prince of each 

tribe; on the staff of the tribe of Levi was tƻ ōŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ !ŀǊƻƴΦ άΦΦΦ!ƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ !ŀǊƻƴ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜ ƻŦ [ŜǾƛ ŦƭƻǿŜǊŜŘΣ ŀ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ŀǊƻǎŜΣ ŀ ōǳŘ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƳƻƴŘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƳŀǘǳǊŜŘέ όbǳƳōŜǊǎ мтΥнпύΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ όƳŀǘǘŜƘύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜ όƳŀǘǘŜƘύ ƻŦ [ŜǾƛ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ !ŀǊƻƴΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ High Priest, Kohen Gadol. 

The best Hebrew translation of matteh is mishenet, a word used for the support staff of an elderly person 

with difficulty walking, and is also a Talmudic idiom for the son of a widow who serves as her aid and 

benefactor. This is lƛƪŜǿƛǎŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊƛŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ YƛƴƎ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǇǎŀƭƳ όноύΥ ά¢ƘŜ Lord is my 
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shepherd, I shall not want. He leads me through green pastures...Your rod (shivtekha) and your staff 

όƳƛǎƘŀƴǘŜƪƘŀύΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƳŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ tǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜ feels G-ŘΩǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǊƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ 

sometimes he feels G-ŘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦΤ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ D-d 

means for his well-being! (In this context, mishenet is a synonym for matteh). 

 

We would encourage you to wait upon the Lord for even more clarity and understanding as to the use and 

place this banner has in your praise and prayer time.  

Shalom, shalom! 
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