Instruments of Worship

Then we will shout for joy at Your victory and fly our flags in the name of our God. —Tehillim (Psalm) 20:5

During the Passover Seder there may be elements of worship and terms used that are not familiar to you. In addition to

the generally understood worship forms of singing and the use of instruments, clapping and the lifting of our hands,

there are Davidic Dance, the use of billow cloths, banners (flags), and mattahs (rods).

The Lord is my banner.
Sh’mot (Exodus) 17:15

“His banner over

me is love. “
Shir-HaShirim (Song
of Solomon) 2:4

“Raise a standard ....”
Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 51:12

“...You gave a banner to

rally around ...”
Tehillim (Psalm) 60:4

Flags or standards are a
call to intercession and are

also used for intercession.
Yesha ’yahu (Isaiah) 59:16

Banners are a call to
attack, a signal to put the
enemy to flight.
Yesha ’yahu (Isaiah) 13:2-5

Banners are a covering.
Shir-HaShirim (Song
of Solomon) 2:3-7

The staff (mattah) is used

in obedience.
Sh’mot (Exodus) 17:15

Banners are given to

rally around.
Tehillim (Psalm) 60:4

Banners are lifted as a sign
of the times, a signal to
assemble troops for
rest or battle.

Yesha ’yahu (Isaiah) 18:1-7
Yesha ’yahu (Isaiah) 13:1-5

References and quotes are from the
Complete Jewish Bible,
translation by David H. Stern

Who Are Messianic Believers?

Messianic believers are Jews who
recognize that Yeshua (the original
name of Jesus in Hebrew) is the
promised Messiah who has come
and will come again. Messianic
believers accept the Holy Hebrew
Scriptures, the Tanakh (the Old
Testament) and the B'rit Hadashah
(the New Testament) as the
inspired Word of God. There are
also many Gentile believers,
commonly referred to as
'Christians', who prefer the term
'Messianic' because it conveys their
appreciation for the Jewish roots of
their faith and their special love for
Israel and the Jewish people. In
practice, Messianic believers
recognize and observe the Biblical

feast days, holidays and customs.

What 1Is Davivic (Messianic)
Dance?

Davidic Dance, sometimes referred
to as Messianic dance, is a physical
expression of praise, thanksgiving
and joy to Elohim (God). The
Hebrew word for dance is ‘rikud’,
which means to skip or leap for joy.
Some of the Davidic dances are
patterned after traditional Israeli
folkdances; others are originally
choreographed by Messianic Jewish
believers. They vary from very
simple, repetitive steps to more
complex. They are meant to be
danced as a group without
emphasis on one dancer. Davidic

dances range from reverentially
devotional to exuberantly joyful.
Messianic dancers include men,
women, teenagers and young
children. All celebrations (i.e. b'nai
mitzvot, weddings, family and
social gatherings, etc.) as well as
Shabbats and Feast days are
appropriate times to dance.
Davidic Dance <can play an
important role in uniting Jewish
and Gentile believers in praising
Adonai (the Lord).

"Let them praise His name
with dancing ..."
-Tehillim (Psalm) 149:3

Why Do We Vse “Billows™?

Billow cloths are simply very large
flags and therefore are part of the
category of banners that includes
flags and mattahs. Tehillim (Psalm)
66:2 instructs us to make His praise
glorious. Banners that use various
shapes, sizes, colors, and textile
elements add powerful dimensions
to movement during worship. Shir-
HaShirim (Song of Solomon) 2:3
says, “He brings me to the banquet
hall; His banner over me is love.”
The word ‘banner’ means literally ‘a

banner, flag or standard’.
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What About Flags as Banners?

The use of flags can be quite an
entertaining sight to see, but when
used to lift up blessing, glory,
honor, and power to the Lord in His
presence, flags are more than
entertaining. Used in accordance
with God’s Word, flags have
become one of the primary signs
for lifting up a ‘standard’ of God.
The Hebrew word ‘degel’ is
translated as a flag, banner or

or rallying point; an ensign; military
or personal flag. In the Tanakh (Old
Testament), God commanded
Moses to instruct the children of
Israel to camp by their own
‘standard’ to signify their tribe in
B’midbar (Numbers) 2:1-34. There
were 12 different flags, banners, or
standards for the 12 tribes spoken
about also in B’'midbar (Numbers)

1:52 and 10:14, 18, 22, 25. Banner
is used to define one of God's
Names, Yahweh Nissi, the Lord is
my banner! God's salvation and
truth is declared by the raising of
the banners (flags) in Tehillim
(Psalm) 20:5 and Tehillim (Psalm)
60:4. He is the banner of love and
protection described in  Shir-
HaShirim (Song of Solomon) 2:4
and He reigns with great power in
Shir-HaShirim (Song of Solomon)
6:4, 10. He is our standard and He

standard. ‘Degel’ comes from the
Hebrew root word ‘dagal’, meaning
to ‘flaunt, i.e. raise a flag; to be
conspicuous, setting up with
banners’. Standard is defined as a
banner used as an emblem, marker

is calling us to lift up a standard, a
banner, to declare and proclaim His
name among all the nations in
Yesha ‘yahu (Isaiah) 5:26, 11:12,
13:2 and also in Yirmeyahu
(Jeremiah) 50:2.

The Mattah. What is it?

The ‘mattah’ is used as an instrument of worship and intercession. The Hebrew word ‘mattah’ is
defined as a branch, tribe, rod, staff or standard. In Sh’'mot (Exodus) 4:20; 14:16 and 17:9 and
many other verses in Sh’mot (Exodus), it is called the ‘rod of God'. It is also found as the ‘rod’ in
Tehillim (Psalm) 110:2 and Mikhah (Micah) 6:8-9. In many other places it is also translated as
‘tribe’, ‘staff’ and ‘scepter’.

As with all types of banners, when the mattah is used in worship it is declaring ‘we belong to
Adonai (the Lord)’, ‘we are His people’, ‘we will not serve another god’, ‘only He is holy and only
He is worthy of our praise!’

The meaning of the individual Hebrew letters ‘mem’, ‘tet’ and ‘hey’ that make up the word
‘mattah’, when placed together, give more understanding of the spiritual significance of the
mattah’s use as a worship instrument:

As the mattah is used in worship, Adonai’s Word is being proclaimed to those who are
bathed in the waters of praise and worship, prayer and warfare. We are surrounded by
God’s love and protection, and we will receive understanding of His ways. His Word will
be established in our lives.

Just as in the use of banners, flags and billows, the mattah is another worship instrument that
displays in the physical sphere what is being proclaimed in the spiritual realm.

The Mceaning and Significance of Colors

Throughout the Bible color is spoken of and used to signify meanings. Visit Beth David’s website for more information
about colors and their use, as well as a more in-depth article about the mattah.
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